
1 | P a g e  
 

Report: Religious and Charitable Hospitals in Canada 

Akhil Sai Nalubola 
ASU 

September 29, 2025 

Introduction 
Faith-based and charitable organizations have been instrumental in shaping 
Canada's healthcare landscape. These institutions often provide specialized services, 
community outreach, and care for underserved populations, complementing the 
publicly funded healthcare system. 

1. Shriners Hospitals for Children – Canada 
Location: Montreal, Quebec 
Established: 1925 
Affiliation: McGill University Faculty of Medicine 
Specialization: Pediatric orthopaedic care, including treatment for conditions like 
osteogenesis imperfecta. 
Key Features: 
- Bilingual care team serving children across Canada. 
- Renowned for expertise in osteogenesis imperfecta. 
- Operates as a nonprofit, relying on donations and fundraising. 

2. Providence Healthcare (Unity Health Toronto) 
Location: Scarborough, Ontario 
Established: 1847 (as House of Providence) 
Affiliation: Catholic Health Sponsors of Ontario 
Specialization: Rehabilitation, palliative care, long-term care. 
Key Features: 
- Provides services to adults of all ages, including stroke rehabilitation and complex 
care. 
- Part of Unity Health Toronto, one of Canada's largest Catholic healthcare networks. 
- Offers community outreach programs like the Tamil Caregiver Project. 
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3. Catholic Hospitals in Canada 
Examples: 
- St. Michael’s Hospital (Toronto): A teaching hospital affiliated with the University 
of Toronto, known for its trauma and cardiac care. 
- St. Boniface Hospital (Winnipeg): Offers a range of services, including cardiac care 
and research. 
- St. Mary’s General Hospital (Kitchener): Provides specialized services like dialysis 
and cancer care. 
Key Features: 
- Operate under the Catholic Health Sponsors of Ontario. 
- Focus on holistic care, integrating spiritual and physical health. 

4. Sikh Community Healthcare Initiatives 
Example: Khalsa Diwan Society – Vancouver 
Key Features: 
- Provides healthcare-related community services, including health education and 
wellness programs. 
- Operates community clinics offering basic medical services to underserved 
populations. 

5. Nonprofit Community Charities Operating Hospitals 
Example: Shriners Hospitals for Children – Canada 
Key Features: 
- Operates as a nonprofit, relying on donations and fundraising. 
- Provides specialized pediatric care to children across Canada. 

Operational Models & Funding 
- Nonprofit Status: Many of these institutions operate as nonprofits, allowing them 
to reinvest earnings into patient care and community services. 
- Funding Sources: Primarily funded through a combination of public healthcare 
budgets, private donations, and fundraising events. 
- Integration with Provincial Systems: While they operate independently, these 
hospitals collaborate with provincial healthcare systems to ensure comprehensive 
care. 
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Comparison: Canada vs. USA 
 

Feature Canada USA Notes 

Healthcare System Publicly funded 
(single-payer) 

Mixed (public and 
private) 

 

Role of Religious 
Hospitals 

Integral part of the 
system 

Supplementary, 
often private 

 

Funding Government 
funding, donations 

Insurance, 
donations, out-of-
pocket 

 

Access to Care Universal access Varies based on 
insurance and 
location 

 

Conclusion 
Religious and charitable hospitals in Canada play a vital role in delivering specialized care, 
promoting community health, and supporting underserved populations. Their integration 
into the healthcare system ensures a holistic approach to patient well-being. 


